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TO AN 
Uncovernd Toncus, 


"HE Criminal we are now dealing with, Is 

4 pronounced by an Infpired Writer, An un- 
ry Evil, full of deadly Poyſon, Jam. 3. 8. And 
(which is a very great Diſcouragement to any 
Attempt for the Reformation of it) it is there 
ſaid, That the Tongue can 10 Man tame: Which is 
not deſigud to ſpeak it impoſſiole for Men co 
bovern heir on Tongues, but to ſpeak it extreamly 
difficult, and next to inp» ſible, to recliim and re- 
form the Extravagances of other People's Tongues: 
And yet tho' no man can tam this unruly vil, 
doubtlefs, the Almighty Grace of God can faith 
nen this is undoſſible, but with 60 al! thirgr ar? 
, poſſible; even this. And that Grace, tho nr td 
do any Methods in its Operations, yet or dig gr 
makes uſe of the Endeavours ot Men, as Means 

to accompliſh and effect its Purpoſes: 


8 Againſt 
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Againſt this Goliah therefore, we go forth to 
Battle, tho“ arm'd only wich a Sling and a Scone, 
in th: Name of the Lord «of Hot, the God of the 
Armies of Iſrael, whom it hath defied 5 leaving the 
Succets of the Attempt to him that mide man's 
month, and is alone able to new make it, as he 
certainly doth, wherever he gives a nw Heart. 


And we will fr2 inftince particularly in the | 
moſt common and daring Exorbitants of an Un- 
govern'd Tongue, and ſevera/ly ſhew the Evil of 


— —— — 
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them, deſigning and endeavour ing the eby to con- 


arm the Innocent, and eſpecially to eform the 
Guilty: And then, we will in ſome general Di- 
rections, offer ſomething towards the Cure of theſe 
Epidemical Diſeaſes. And God grant that this 
Labour may not be altogether in ain? 


Firſt, Prophane Swearing is one of the common 
Tranſgreſſiors, or Rebellions rather, of an ung 


yein'd ill-govern'd Tongue. A Sin ſo common, that 


in moſt Places it is become the vulgir Dialedt of 
all forts of Perſons, with whoſe poyſonous Breath | 


the Air it ſelt ſeems to be infected; and yet a 
Sin ſo exceeding ſinful, that the Tongue is therein 


ſet again} the Havens, (Plal. 73. 9.) inſults over | 
and tramples upon that which is moft Sacred and 


Honourable. 


The Malignity of this Sin lies eſpecially in the | 
proſtituting of that ſolemn Appeal, which by an 
Oath is made to God's Knowledge and Fuſtice, to 
the moſt impertinent a:d trivial Purpoſes. De- 
vout and Religious Sweariog, when we are duly | 
call'd to be ſworn, is an Ord.nance of God, where-| 
by we give unto him the Glory due unto his 


Name, as an Omaiſcient, True, and Righteous | 
EO. God | 


” 


God. Prophane Swearing is a ſcornful and inſolent 
Contempt of that Ordinance, treading it anger 


foot, as a common 1hing, and thereby doing deſpite - 
$ him, for whoſe Honour it js intended. It is 


a Sacril:eious alienating of thoſe Forms of Speech 


which ate conſecrated to the Glory of God, ans 


turr:ing them to a prophane and wicked Ulfe : 


like Belſbazzar's poliucing the Veſſels of the Temple, 
by gracing his Drunken Revels with them, which 
fill'd the Meaſure of his Iniquity. It is rrifling 


and jefting with that, which in its own Nature is 


 Awtul and Reverend; and which ought at all 
times to be treated and attended to with the. 


greateſt Scriouſnels. 


guage of Hell; all their Diſcourſe is corrupted 
by ir. They cannot talk with you about Buſineſs, 


nor tell you a Story, nor give you an Anſwer to 


the moſt common © Queſtion, but almoſt every 
other Word muſt be an Oath. 'Tis fo familiar 


to them, that it paſſes altogether unregarded ; 
charge them with it, and they'll tell you in the 
next Breath, they do vt know that they Wore. 


Others, with whom it is net altogether fo 


common, yet think it no harm now ard then 


when they are in a Paſſion, or ſpeak earneſtly, 
or when they are in Company with thoſe to 
whom they know it is agreeable, to rap cu 
an Oath, (as they call it) and perhaps, 10 al- 


tiply Oaths; and by theſe frequent Acts, at length 
they contract a Habit, and become as bad as the 


worſt, it may de: Some ſwear under pretente of 
gaining Credit, no body will believe em unleſs 


they ſwear whit thiy jay; and 1 know no Wiſe 
Man will believe them the ſooner for It; for 


ne that can diſpenſe with the Sin of prophane 
e Weary 
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Some accuſtom themſelves wholly to this Lan- 


| 
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Swearing, which he gets nothing by, I fear wil! 
not boggle much at the Sin of wilfull Lying; 
eſpecially when any thing is to be got by it. 
Others fwear under pretence of ſiriki-g an Awe 
upon their Inferiours, no body will fear them un- 
leſs they [wear at sbem; that is, they would rather 
be dreaded and ſhunn'd, as roaring Lions and rangin 
tar, than Reſpected and Honoured asWiſe ,ſober 4, 
i Religious Men, that make Conſcience of what 
{| they ſay and do, even, when they are never ſo 
it much provok'd. „ 


And there are many who are ſuch hearty well! 
Wifhers to this Sin, that tho' they have not, 
pet learn'd to ſwear diftinly, and in plain Engliſh, 
for fear of the Cenſure, either of the Laa, or 
of their Friends, or of their awn Conſciences ; yet 
they venture to liſp this Lar guage, and have the 
Sibboleth of an Oath, upon every Occaſion, at 
their Tongues End; tho' it be not Swearing at 
large, and im expreſs. Terms, tis the Abridgercenc 
of it; tis ſwearing in Short-Hand s They have 
learnt to contract wicked Words, and to diſguiſe 
them by Hal- ds, which, as they have the 
Reſemblance ot prophane Swearing, take Riſe from: 
T, and border upon it, are ji! Worte, and at the 
beſt, are idle Words, fer which they muſt give 
Account in the Judgment; and being more than 
ea, yea, and nay, nay, moe than bare Aﬀqirma- 
tons and Negations, they come of Evil. Mat. 5. 37, 
No wiſe Man will ſay he Kro, not What, or that 
which hath no Senſe at all; and no grod Man 
will fay that which he knows has the Appearance 
of Evil, and borders upon an id Senſe... © 
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And now, O' that this Paper might ſeaſonably. 
fait into the Hands of the Swezrer, the common. 
Swearer, and the more cautious ene, and migar: 


3 


þ 


Ongovern'd Tongue. x 
(by the Bleſſing of God) be an effectua! and 


happy Means to convince and reform both the 


one and :ne other, before the. flying Roli which 


carries the Curſe, ( which we read of as the 
Swearer's Doom, Zcch. 5. 3, 4.) come into their 
Houſes, or which is worſe, into their Souls, to 


i conſume them; that's a Roll winch cannot be 


flighted and thrown. by, as 1 ſuppole this Paper 


You ask ſometimes what Evil there is fn 
ſwearinz> Why ſo much ado ſhouid be made 
about a common Form of Speech, and a Man 
ade an Offender jor a Word? You plead, That 
it hurts no body, Words are but Wind. : 


But vou will rot ſay ſo, if you can but be 
perſu aded ſeriouſly to weigh the following Con- 
ſiderat ions, and to fix them in your Minds. 


1. Cenfider what an Enmity there is, in tropbane 
wearing to toe Bieſſ.d Gol, and what an Indięniiy 
u done by it to his Glorious and Fearſul Name. 
Would jt not be juſtly interpreted a very high 
Aﬀront to a. Magiſtrate, tho a Man like your 
felves, if you ſhould ſend for him in ail haft to 
keep the Peace, to decide a Controverſy, to ſeize 


2 Criminal, or to do any Act of his Office; and 


When he comes, tis all {«/i;r0as, and a Jeſt, and 


1 
WY 


you intend nothing but to make 4 Fool of bim, 


and to expoſe him and. his Authority to Contempr 


«4 
, 
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and Ridicule? How would ſuch an istolerabfe 
Abuſe be refented among Men, eſpecially, if 
it were oft repeated? Yet juſt Such an Affront, 


_ a. daring affront, doth the injoleat Swearer put 


upon God Almighty; making his Truth, Juſtice 


asd Omaiſcience to attend all the Extravagances 


of an ungovern's Paſſion, and an unbridl'd Tongue. 
2 - 105 Aud 
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And the Affront is fo mich the worſe, becaui- | 
it reflects upon his Government, prophanes his | 
Crown, diſeraceth the Threne of bis Glory, vilifics his 
Judgment Seat, and attempts to make it mean and 
contempiible, and thereby to tender is queltlonable. 


And is there no harm in this? Whence can 
this proceed but from that Carnal Mind wlichs 
Enmity againj} God, and from a rooted Antipathy 
to him, and ro his Dom dion. To ti's poyſon- 
ous Fouman the Pal nis traceth all theſe bitter 
treams, Plal. 129. 20.  Thine Eremits take thy 
Vame in Lain. It cannot be imad either to 
ze Luſts ef. the Fleſh, or the Liſts of ibe Eye, 
or the Pride of Life ; this is a forbidden Fruit 
that is neither g304 fo» Fo:a, nor pleaſant to the 
Eye, nor at all to be «:fired to make one wiſe, or 
beipeak one fo ; the Sinner is not led to it by 
the Love of Pleaſure, or the hope of any Gain 
or Reward ; it can therefore proceed from no- 
thing elle but a Spiri: of Coxtradiction to God 
Almighty, a Contempt of his Honour, and a Ha- 
tred of his Government. This Sin, as much as 
any other, {eems to have 1aken ocoafion from the 
Commendment, and to have put forth it ſelf pur- 
polely in defiance of the Divine Law 3 fo that i: 
may be queſtion d whether there would have 
been ſuch a Sin as prophane Swearing, it it had 
not been proh bited by the Third Commandment. 
Now this renders the Sin exceeaing finſul, and 
adds Rebellion to it; and the Swearer being a 
Tranign ſtr withour Cauſe, (as the Pſalmiſt ſpeake, 
Pil. 25. 3.) is Sinner without Excuſe, and fins 
purely for ſinnixg ſake. | 


This is excellently weil expreis'd by our Di- 
Ine Poet, Mr. Herbert. 
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T. tte not bs Nami, who made thy Muith, in vain, 
It gets the nothing, a4 hath no Excuſe ;, 1 
Lal and Wine plead a Pleaſure, Avarice, Gain, 
But the theep Swearts, thro' his open Since, 
tts his Sou! run fir noveht, as Little fra bg, 

Were I an Epicure, I colt hate Seating. 

And thinkst thou this, O Wan, whoever thou 
art that thus afff onteſt the Majeſty, idiculeſt the Ga- 
vernment, and defieſt the Judgment of the Eter- 
nal God, that chzu ſhalt go uapu iſhed? Be not 
dec ti vtd, God is not mukel, He is jealcus for the 
Honour of his own Name, and will not fee it 
trampled upon and made 4 By-i brd, as it is by 
every prophane Swearer. You would reſent it, 
if your Names ſbould thus be turn'd into a Pro- 
verb, and jeſted with by every idle Fellow: And 

what then will God do for his Great Name, 

Which is thus abuled? Shall be not wifi for theſe 
things ? Shall rot his Soul be avenged on ſuch Sinners 

4 theſe ? Yes, no doubt, when the Day of Re- 

compenle comes: For, he hath ſaid, Vengeance is 
nne, IL will repay, Nemo me tmpune laceſſet. 


WW - ĩ -. 


2, Confider what an Evilince it is againſt your 
ſelves, that you have ro Fiar of Cod before your 
Eyes, Tro' you ſhould indeed neither far 604 
nor regard Man, yet why ſhould you hang out 2 
Sign to give notice of this to every one that 
paſſeth by? What need you declare your Sin a 


Z d è˙5e): . Dh, aa 


87 Solom, and thus publickly pro laim the Devil King 
ls in your Souls? Is it not enough that you harbour 
In your Hearts a ſecret Enmity to God and 
„ _  Godl:nels, but dare you thus atop the Quarrei, and | 
** openly wage Wer with Heaven? Dare you thus 4 
bid gdefiance to. all that's Secred, and wear the N 
5 Livety of Satans Family 2 15 it not Encugh that 
\. . 


Your 
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your Hearts are Graceleſs, and you your ſelves in 
the Intereſt of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, but yon 
muſt be induſtrious to ler the World know this” 
Thy Wiſdom fails ther, indeed, if (like the Fool, 
£8 mon de ſcribes) when ih walkeſt by the way, 
tſio thus ſayet o every one that thou art 4 Fic. 
Eect: 10. Jo | | | 3 ü 


Shall! I beg of you w confder this a little; 
og are called Chriſtians ;- your Baptiſm, whicn f 
date it for granted you have not renounc'd, in- 
titles you ts that worthy Name; you live in an 
Age ang Place wherein it is your Honour to be 
call'd by that Name; 'twill do you neither Cre» 
dit nor Kindneſs to have your Chriſtianity 47% 
prove; nav, you would take it as an Affront to 
have it queſtion'd; this you would have look d 
upon as a thing fo certain, that as I am 4 Chriſti- 
ax muſt paſs for an Oath with you, or vehe- 
ment Afertion ; which gives juſt Cauſe to fuſ- 
pect that you have little value for your Chriſti- 
anity, ſince you are fo willing to pawz it, as you 
do other Sacred Things, upon every triſting Oc- 
caſion, But while thus you boaſt of your Chriſtia- 
nity, you do with your own Tongues diſprove it 
by your common ſwearing, and plainly give your 
ſelves and your Profeſſion the Lye. Out of the 
abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaks. I ſee not how 
it is poſſible that ſuch a daring Contempt of Gods 
Sovereign Authority and Sacred Name, as prophane 
Swearing (eſpecially where it is commonly us'd)) 
moſt certainly is, can conſiſt with the reigning Fear 
and Love of God in the Heart, and that ſincere Re- 
gerd to the Glory and Honour of God, which are 
necefliry to denominate a Man a true Chriſtian. 


When Peter was charg'd with it as a Crime that 
de Vas a Diſciple of Chriſt, he took this Method to 
. MAR? 
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make it appear that he was not, he began 10 curſe and 
to ſwear, Mat. 26. 74. His Sperch indeed bewray d him 
to be a Galilzan ; But this manner of Speech bewray'd 
him to be none of the Followers of Thi ift, for none of 

them us d to curſe and ſwear ; ali that knew any thing 
of their Maſter, and his Life and Docti ine, would 
eertainly conclude ſo. When Peter therefore Curs'd 
and ſwore, he did as effectually deny his Maſter, as 
When he ſaid, I hnow not the Mun; Theſe are none 
of the Spots of God's Children. "Twas but once that 
Peter was thus guilty, and many a bitter Tear it coſt 
him; let none therefore make Pcigr's Example an Ex- 
cuſe for their Swearing, unleis they intend, as he did, to 
ſignify thereby that chey difownChiift and their Chri- 
ſtianity; and ſince they are reſolv d not to be %4/'d by 
| their Religion, they diſelaim al! Hopes of Benefit by 
it. T have that Charity for yu, as to believe that you 
will not do this profeſſealy, and therefore yeu ſhould 
be ſo juft to your ſelves as nor to do that which 
amounts to it, and which 15 capable of ſuch a Con- 
ſtructioas; and which the Apoſtle tells us, endangers 

our falling into Condemnat ion. jam. 5, 12. While 

there is a poſſibility of your being Heirs of Heaven, 
and of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, prove 
not your ſelves the Children of Hell, by your {peaking 
the Language of that Kingdom of Darkneſs, 


you converſe, You think it doth no harm to others, 

becauſe it doth not hurt them in their Bodies, Goods, 
or good Naiwe ; but is Harm done to the Souls of 
N others no Harm? Nay, is it not the worſt Harm you 
: can do them? It theſe that hear you ſwear be wicked, 
their Hearts are hardned by it, ard their Hands 
ſtrengthned, that they may nor turn {rom ther evil way; 
from your poyſonousB: eath they take their Iufection, 
and add this ro all their other Sins. And is it ro 
Harm to propagate Sin, and to lupport the Devil's In- 


tereſt, 


L 

* 

r 

. „ 

4 3. Conſider what an Injury it is to thoſe with whom : 
e 

r 


% © mn 
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tereſt, as his Agents, and Factors for Hell > Yes, le 
is Harm to them who are thus, by your Means, In- 
ſtructed and confiim'd in Wicked neſs; and you will 
find it Harm 10 you too, when you ſhall bear the Ii. 
” Quity of thoſe that by your Example are taught, and 
encouragd to ſwear. To what a Heigth will your 
Account 1ife, when you ſhall be to anſwer for all 
the Sins you have thus b:en acceſſary to? Which, 
tho' it aggravate your Sin, yet will not excuſe thoſe 


who have learnt this II! from you, nor leſſen their 


Account; for they alſo fhall dir in their Iniquity. 


If they that hea- you ſwear have the Fear of God 
in their Hearts, nd a-y Concern for his Glory, their 
Heaits are grieved, and their: H. ds w. abned. It may 
be, they have not Courage to reprove you for it, but 
lt troubles them, and ſaddens their Spirits to hear 
God's Name diſhonoured, and his Sovereignity thus 

Inſulted, and to fee you thus ſel] your Souls and all 


your valuable Birth-Righis for lefs than a morſel of | 


meat It ſpoils the Pleaſure of their Conyeriation 
With you, makes em fy of your Company, and per. 


* n 
b ad PR ; : : 


| haps, dll and ana in it; ſuch an Afflictiou it is to 
them to hear you ſwear. When only David had 


mentioned thoſe that take God's Name in vai, he 
immediately adds, Do not I hate em, am not 1 ęriev d 


bteauſe of em? Pſal. 139. 20. Tho' now, perhaps, 


you make a light Matter of this, and rather take a 


Pride and Pleaſure in thus creating Vexation to a 


_ Man; yet ſhortly you will find it had been 
titer a Mill-ſtone wert hang d about your Neck, and you 


caſt into the Sea. than that you ſhould wiltully off end 


one of Chriſt's lutle nes. They are the Words of our 
Lord Jeſus, and we are ſure no Word of his ſhall 
fall ro the Ground, e. Do 


Beſides this, Ist ro Harm to bring the Curſe of 
God into your Houſe, which ſha!l conſume it? Is it | 


no 
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no Harm to add to the meaſure of the Nation's Guilt, 


and to increaſe God's Controverſy with it. Becapſe 


of Swearing the Land mourns, (Jer. 23. 10.) the Land 


of your Nativity, and is it nothing to you that you 


contribute to its Grief,and ro theReproach which this, 
as other Sins, puts upon any People? Prov. 14. 34+ 


4. Corfider, How very frivolous all your Pleas in De- 


fence of this S in are, and how unbecoming one that pretends 


Reaſon. When your own Conſciences ſometimes re- 
buke you for it, and admoniſh you to reform, you 


ſhift off theſe Convictions with ſuch trifiing Kxcuſes 


as you would be aſhamed to offer in any other caſe. 


I cannot think of more than two Things you can 


| alledge in your own Defence, and they have neſther 
of them to much as the colour of an Excuſe, while 
there is all that intrinſick Malignity in the Sin 


which we have already ſhew'd you, and God hath 


declared he will not hold you guiitleſs, 
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L...) You urge, That it is what you have been long ac. 
cuſtomed to, and you cannot leave it o. But this cannot 


make it /awſzl, no not tho the Cuſtom were of fo. 


early a Date, that you were taught to ſwear, as ſoo 


2s you were taught to ſpeak 3 for tho we brought Sin 


into the World with us, that doth not make it the 
leſs finful: Though it be bred in the Bone, it muſt be 


forſaken, or it will be our Ruin. If it be abſurd to 
alledge a Preſcription againſt a Record, in Humane 


Courts, much more to alledge it againſt a Divine 


Law. If a Thief has been accuſtomed to ſtealing, or 
an Aſſaſſin to Blood and Mut ther, that will be ſo 
far from juſtifying their Villanies, that it will juſtly 
be accounted the higheſt Aggravatlon of them. 


Nor doth it follow that becauſe thou haſt long 
us'd thy ſelf to this 293 and blaſphemous n 
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it will therefore be Impoſſible to leave it of ; if thou | 
wert ſure that the next time thou {weareſt chou 


ſhouldſt certainly have thy Tongue cut out, or thy 


Head ſtruck off, 1 am confident thou wouldft break off | 


the Cuſtom ; And is not the Wrath of God, and the 
- Damnation of Hell infinitely more formidable than 


any Puniſkment Man can inflict? It is indeed difficult 


5 for a Man to change his Language, and requires ſome 
Care and Pains, but by the Grace of God duly and 


diligently lmprov'd, even this Ethiopian may be made 
to change bis Skin, and this Leopard bis Spots. And if 
now thou wilt not believe ir, thou wilt be convinc- |. 
ed of it when it is too late, That 'tis better a thouſand: 
times, to break through the Difficulties of a Reforma- | 


tion, than to periſh eternally in the Sin. 


A 
hs , 
1 ; 


2. 4 
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Deſpair not of a Cure tho the Diſeaſe be Chronj- | 
cal, but apply thy ſelf with Refolution to the uſe of 
proper Means: Thou wouldſt do fo in cafe of Bodily 


Sickneſs ; Be as wiſe fer thy Soul then. If a diſeaſ- 
ed Appetite has long us d it felf to Traſh aud Dirt, 


doth it therefore follow that it muſt ne er be Head e 


If the Prodigal have been long upon the Rimble, mult 


— — 


he never return to his Father's Rcuſe? Better late 


tha n never. | 


The longer thou haſt been accuſtomed to the Sin, 


the more need thou haſt to ve; ent aid reforms, and that 


quickly, leaſt thy Heart be hardned, and thy Conſci- 


ence ſeared; and Jeſt by a jucicial Sentence of Divine 


Wrath, thou be at length given «p to thine own Heart's 


Luſts, abandon'd by the Divine Grice, and Repen- | 
tance tor ever hid from thice Fyes, God's Spirit is, | 


ir may be, now ſtriving with thee, but if chou ;clil 
him, te will ao: .- ſtrive. 


— — 1 


Let me add this further, to ſhame you ont of this 


Plez, Thar by perſiſting in this Sin, ater you have 


been 
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been plainly told the Evil of ir, you not only in Effect 
' diſclaim your Rel'g'on, but you likewiſe caſt a Re- 
| proach upon your Reſon. Nothing can be more ab- 
 ſurd, than for a Man that pretendsto any Degree of 
Wiſdom, to co:fels him ſelf fo weak, and ſo uncapable 
of goveraing himſelf, as not to be able to forbear an 
| ill Word, which he sn2ws can do him no Service, 
but will certainly turn to his Prejudice. Remember 
this, and ſhem your ſelves Min, Men of Reaſon, O ye 
. Tranſzveſſors, and all:w not your ſelves in that which 
your own ſober Thoughts cannot but condem. 


(2) You urge, Th: it is the faſhionable Language o 
tie Place jeu live in, and the Company y0u conuerſe with, 
aud ti:erefure you ave not willing to leave if. And iſ it 
ver: , tis too great a Complement to be willing to 
290 ro Hell for Company; what wil! you get by herding 
your ſelves with thoſe that ſhall be bundled for the 
Fire, and by doing as they do who are tyeaſuri-g up 
to themſelves Wrath, againſt the Day of Wrath: Thats 
an expenſive Faſhion indeed which we cantot con- 
form to without: loſing the Favourof Gd, and ruining _ 
our Suuls for ever. If that which is faſhionable were 
_ manifeſtly prejud cial to your Health, and threat- 

ning to your Life, you would rather be ſinenlar than. 
fich, and would you re: rather be guar than damn'd ? 


But he Mutter is not ſo: We will not grant that” 


Swez: ing is the fan mnabl: Lavguage of our Country, 


', » 


tis on'y me comm :2Linguaze of the Fools i Tſrail,that 


are the ſhame and ſcandal of their Countrey. That 


which 1 ig its o. Jute ugly and indecent, and a 


 Revroxch to Mankigd, tho it may in lome Places be- 


come amr. yer cannot be mate faſtiauable. There 
| \ 


e f %, (Ihank be t) Gol) there are many who 
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e of God, who tear a3 Oath, and dare not 
1 prophane 
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prophane it: There are enough ſuch to ſave youu rom 
che Imputation of Singularity, and to Hep you in Coun- 
tena nce, though you diſtinguiſk your ſelves from the 
vile Herd of common Swearers, and take not that 
impious Liberty of Speech which they do, who ſay, 


Dur Tonguet are eur ohn, whois Lord our us 2 


Is that to be call'd fahiar ble, which not only all | 


cre Godly Divines, in the Nation, of every Periwa- 
fin, both in their preaching and Converſe, witneſs 
agalnſt, as directly contrary 10 the Law of Ged; but 
which hath the Laws of the Land againſt 1: 100, as as 


_ Iniquity to be puni ſo d by the Fudge, and thoſe Laws en- 


torcd aud ſtrictly order d to be put in Execution, by 


Her Majeſties moſt pious Proclamations, and theſe 
vublic hy read, both 1a our Churches, and in our 


Courts of Juſtice? Is that to be call'd faſhionable, Which 


4s branded with ſo many Marks ot publick Infamy, 
and which is fo frequently and ſolemnly proclaim'd to 
be n Diſcredit io the Kingdom, and a Reproach to our 
Hol) Religion? Shall it be in the Power ofa few in- 


eonliderate, inconſiderable Sorts to keep up the Repu- 


tation of that which all wiſe, ſober and good Men 
are agr eed to run down? Shall that be called faſpion- 


able among Perſons of Diſtinction, which is become 


moſt cuſtomary with thoſe of the meaneſt Rank and 
Employment, and 1s the vulgar Language of the 


Rakes and ſuch as are the Scum and Retufe of the 


People? 


| Be perſwaded therefore to br:ak off all intimate So- 
ciety and Converſation with thoſe who not only do ſuch 


things, but have pleaſure in them that do them, and with 
David, Pal. 119. 63. Be Companions with tl ofſe that 
fear God and Keep his Precepts, and then you will find 
ir no hard Matter (by the Grace of God) te Be of 
© _ 9 5 | Unis 
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this wicked Prafice, how much ſoeyer you have bee 
accuſtomed to it; and to forbear that Language 
which ;cu know is ſo provoking to God, ſo diſplea- 
ſing 0 all goed Mey, and ſo deſttuctive to the Peace 


3 


and Welfare of your own Souls. 


Set a donh ie Waich before the Dsor of your Lips that 
you thus offerd not. Abftaln from all Appearances 
of this Sin; avoid Temptations to it. If Gaming 
have enſna d ycu in it, either never play at all, or 
ix it as your Principle, that as tiere is no Gain, ſo 
there is no Game worth a prophane Oath. Keep 
up 2 Dread of the Sin, which certainly you will do 
if yu truly repent of it. Tremble to hear ethers 
(wear. Learn :0 pray, and then. you will not be ſa 
apt to ſwear, % 1 


Secondly, Culſinę is near a- kin to prophane S wearing, 
ie the common Companion of it, and is another of 
the Exerbitinc:s of an Yngivern'd Tongue: Cui ſing is 
wiſhing evil to cur ſelves or others, abſclutely or 
conditionally : A Sin exceeding finful; as great an 

Inſtance cf the Corruption and Degeneracy of the hu - 
mare Nature, and as ſure an Evidence of the Reigning 
_ Power of Satzit in the Soul, as any other whatſoever. 
Nothing is more naturally the Larguage of Hell than 
this; nay, the Devil bimſelf ſeems to have ſmother'd 

the Curie implied, when he tatd (Job. 1. 11. Aecord- 
i499 © the Original) f be curſe thee not to thy Face; 
bit that which ne Zifled, his Children ſpeak 08, wih 
17; t-eml. lies confo:;m fel and damm, ard what not, 
u ſuch a ching be not ſo. * - 


To flew you the Evil of ir, Ti only recommend 
Tuo Things to your Thuughts: 


B 5 1. Conſider, 


— 
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1. Conſider, what a britiſh piece of Madneſs it is to 
curſe your ſelves, It you do it abſolutely, tis of the 
ſame Nature with Self-Murtherz wiſhing Harm to 
your ſelves is in Effect doing it; and is a Breach of 
one of the firſt and great Laws of Nature, that of 
_ Self-Prefervation. If you do it conditionally, tis of 
the ſame Nature with prophane Swearing,and incurrs 
the ſame Guilr, with this additional Stain, that it is 


not only a mocking of God's Government, by a ludi- 


= crous Appeal to him, but a defying of his Judgmen:, 


s Challenge to the Almighty to do bis worſt. 


O the dar ing Preſumption of theſe Sinners, &. nners 
g ainſt their own Heads, their own Sons! The Devils 
deg'd of our Saviour, whoſe Power they were not 


ignorant of, not to torment them before the time: But 


theſe preſumptuous Wretches, as if they thought their 
_ Fudgment linger d, and their Damration ſlumber'd too 
long, pull Vengeance down upon their own Heads, and 
pray to God to damn them, and they need not fear 
but they ſhall be heard, for ſo hl th:ir Dooin be, | 


themſelves have decided it. They challenge the Devil 


to take them, and he is ready enough to ſeize his Prey. 


But ſhall 1 ask you, Are the Arreſts of Devils, and 
the Flames cf Hell ſuch deledable Things that you 
ſnould cot them? Or are they only tne Creatures cf 
Fancy and Imagination, that you ſhould mare ſo light 


of them? Be not deceiv d, God's Judgment is not a 


Jef, nor Hell a Skam ; it you peri ſiſt in this impious 
Contempt of Divine Revelation, 3oa will ject teo late 
what you would not believe in tinte. 1 


If you have no Regard to God, nor any Concern 
for bis Honour, yet have you 10 gocd' will to 
y cur lelves, dor any Leve to your own SOags Js it 
rot enough that you are doing tt every D Which 
velerves Damnaion, bat will you be 19. tous io 
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de mand Sentence againſt your ſelves? 'Tis but a: mo” 
derate Curie with you to wifh your ſelves hang d, yet 


Thave read of a Perſon of Quality in our own Nation, 
who coming to die upon the Gallows for Murther, 


publick ly reflected upon it with bitter Regret, that 


he had accuſtomed himſelf to that wicked Impreca- 


tion, and now (laith he) I ſee, The Lord is Yiehtconss 


But if this were a ſmall Matter, you challenge God 


to damn yon, and the Devil to ta you : And what if 


God ſhould ſay Amen to the next Cin ſe, and immedi- 
ate ly order Death to fetch you, and Hell to receive 
vou? What if the Devils ſhould be ready at the next 
Call, and take you preſently? And can thine Heart 

endure, or thy Hands be ſtrong, when God (hall deal 
with thee? Art thou able to dwell with devourin 

Eire, and to iniabit everlaſting Burnings? Above 
thou the Porer of GO, Anger? Is thine eternal Sal- 


vation of ſuch {mail Account with thee, that thou art 


willing to pawn it upen every trifling Occaſion, and 


to {mprecate the Lols of it, if ſuch or ſuch a thing 


be not fo, wh ch tis very poſſible may prove other- 


wife > How dareſt thou thus provoke the Lord to Fea- 
louſy, whilſt thou canſt net pretend to be ſt ongey than 


he? 1 Cor. 10. 22. Vo wnto yew that thus dere the 
Day of the Lord, you kuow not what you do, for the 


| Dj of the Lord, whatever it 13 to others, ill be to 


you Darkneſs, and nit Light, Amos. 5. 18. : 
2, Conſider what a Det il liſh piece of Matic it is tg 
curſe others. Tis the highelt Degree of Hatred, nor 
can any thing be more ccnirary than this to the Roy» 
ai Law of Love ard Charity. He that prays to Gol. 
to damn his Neighbeur, plaicly intimates that he 


wcuid d it himſelf it he cauld; and if he that hates 


bis Both Yi a Myurtherer, ſureiy he that thay caries 
hin is the worſt of Murtherers, ne is 4vidion, a 


Deſtroyer. That Tongue is doubtleſs jet o: Fife of | 


Hell, 
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Hell, which is for ſending every Body thither ata 
Word, and which be curſ:g Men ih t are mace aft?” | | 
the Similitude of God, weuld ſet on Fire the b | 
Courſe of Nature, and is an Adz ocate for the Devil, 
that raving Lion, Which ſecs 10 devour pretious Souls. 
Fam. 3.6, 9. Muſt the Righteous God be ſummon'd 
to execute thire angry Refentme: ts, end call'd upon 
to deſtroy thoſe whom he ſont his cwn Sen into the 
World to fave, and to whon be is aA ting to be Gra- 
cious? B-:auſe thou att out of Hun.our, muſt al! 
about thee be ſu k and ruin'd preſently? As a Midman | 
in bis FrerZy laies about bim with Fircbrands, Ar- 
rows, ani Death, ſo is he that cui ſeth his Neighbour ; 


7 ray, perhaps his Wiic, his Child, his Friend, atd 
"4 la ich, Am not I in P: for. > Or, Am not I in ſror: ? 
 Haſtciou no other way of figaiiying thy Dilpleaſire | 


(if it be juſt) but by the Irmpice:tion of Evil, che 
wo: ftoi Exils, wiich dear no Proportion at. all co 
the Offecce given? 5 „„ 


Put this Caſe cloſe to thine own Hear“: When 
thou wiſneſt by Child, or Servant, or Neighbour 
anz, confou ded or damn'd, or ſent to :Fe Devil, 
either thou meaneſt as thou ſayeſt, or not. If thouu 
goft not wich t, (as I charitably hope ti cu doſt nor} | 


SEP EM 7 
— * w bY 


i tho art gullty ofa n N Je, Fal ſbecd, and caſt OW :3 | 
0 thy lelf a Lyar : It tou fot really nihb it, (and what 


Wickedrefſ. 1: it that will not enter into the Heart cf 
A turi uns Mag?) thou can? not but acknomlecge thy 
If galt of the moſt Hobart and in un M lice 
. naznable: $0 that every Curſe piovesthee a Wil- 
ful Traoſer ff t, either of the La'y of Truth, or of 
the Lau of Love, two as Sicied Liws, and vhicir 

have as truck of the Imma ze of the Law Maker az ay 
Mankind is 601.1 & 
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Con ſider further, Th: Ca ſes thou art ſo !iveral cf 
WII not hurt thoſ: againſt whom they are Jevell'd : 
5 Tr cu- 
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Thou doſt bat ſnew thy II- Will; for as the Bird by 
wardring, and tie Swallow by flying, ſo the Curſe 
£aufeleſs ſhall not- come. Prov. 26. 2. But they will 
certainly return upon thine own Head, to thy Con- 
Mufion. As be loved Curſing, {0 let it £919 unto bim-— 
IA. o {is Bow-ls lie Water, and like Cil itt e bis Bones, 
Pizl. 109. 17, 18. They that are call'd to inh:rir the 
Bleſing are commanded to bleſs aud not togurſe. Rom. 
12, 14. Believe it, Stirs, Curſes ate Edg-Hols, 
which it is ill jeſl ing with, OS 


ff Ta your furious and outragious Curſing of the 
| B;ute Crea utes, or that which is inanimate and un- 
capable of the Harm you wiſh it, what is wanting. 
ig Malice is mace up in Folly and Abſurdity, like 
that which the Apoſtle calls the Madneſs of Balaam, 
when he wiſhd he had his Sword to kill his own A's 
with. By ſuch ſilly nonſenfical Curſes as you ſome- 
Times throw about in your Paſſion, you make it to 
appear, That with your Religion you put of common 
| Senſe. You are Men, you are rational Creatures, 
ſpeak with Reaſon then, and Act with Reaſon, and 
Be ye not as the Horſe or the Mule, that have no Under- 
| ſtanding ; as natural Brute Beaſls made to be takin and 
deſivoy d. =; 


Thirdly, Lying is another of the Excrbitances of an 
Ungor ern d Tongue, and a very pernicious one. : 


It hath been ſaid of ſome, That tho' they da not 
ſwear yet they will lie; 'Tis to be feared there 
are thoſe, of whom it is too true; and let them bear 
their own Burthen; but let not thoſe who would not 
for a World do either ſuffer for the ſame; nor let 
Swearers think it will in the leaſt excuſe their Sin, 
That there are Liars who are no Swearers, Tis cer- 
tain, they are both damning Sins, and either of them 
perſiſted in will undeubtedly be the Ruin of the 
7 | | Sinner. 
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Sinner. But if we mey gveſi at one Sin by another, 
tis more probab'e, (as T hinted before) that they who | 
make no Conſcience of Sweati-pg, will not ſtick at 
Lung; and we may charitably hope, unleſs we know | 
the contrary, that they who dread 4 froptane Oath, | 
« i}; Le as much afraid of telling a wilful Lye, 


Lit me therefore, in God's Name, ſeriouſty apply 
nu ſelt to thoſe who {as the Prophet ſpea ks) have 
tight t:rir Ton ut ſprak Lies. Jer. 9 5. For there 
fs an Art in it, whether they be fu h Li:s as ſeem 
5 do God, or ſrch as ate difectly intended 1% bart, 
or {ich es are idle, and mended neither for Good nor | 
; Hurt. If tiey are Lies; they are Sins eg inſt Gd, 
| and all Liar, ſhall have their Po: tion in he Botroms | 
ü Jes Pit if they repent not; ani the nice Diſtincti- 
| bons with which they thirk to juſtify, or at Icaſt . 
"&{e ft.emſ-jves, will prove, in the Great Day, but 
a Rifnze of Lies, which the Hail wil! ſwe:p away, | 
KEN oY 


— 
— 


1. A few Words, ore would think, may ferve | 
for the Conviclion nd Diſcovery of theſe Sinners. Sure, | 
you need not be told what Lying is, your own Cog- 
{ſciences will tell you, if they be not ſeared, or 
brib'd, or forb'dien to deal patily u ich you, 


In your Bargaixs and Contrads if you ſay that, 
either for felling the dearer, or buying the cheaper, 
which you know to be felſe, it is a Lye. Yer how 
common is it, in the Vultiude of thoſe Words, for 

the Feller to call che Commoaity good and cheap, and 

to averr that he gave ſo much for it, when he knoivs it 
is neither {G nor ſo. And the Buyer in his dodg1:g, 
will ca tt at niyght and de ir which he bath no reaſon. 
to call (o, and will ſay Fe can buy it cheaper elſewhere, 
wen he doth not know tha: he can. It ie nagght, 
it 3s raug't, ſaith t;e Bir; but when he is gene a: a, 
| | the 


Dugoverud Tongue, 21 


thy he boaſteth of a good Bargain, nst confid:11ng 


that he was helped to it by a Lye. Prov, 20. 14. 


In your Excuſes which you make, eitber to Supe- 


tiers or Equals, if you deny, exten vate, or conccal 
2 Fault, by repreſenting the Thing ott.erv ſe than it 


was, tho' you may gain yuur Point, a d tot be ſe 


much as ſuſpected of Falſhood, yet the Guilr is never 
the Leſs. When you are charg'd with a y Neglect, 


or Injury, you are read to fay you did not 419, 
or did not remember, that waict you are conſci us to 
your ſelves you did brow, a d did hene; you 
plead that you thought, or in end fo and fo, win 
really you did not tin or int nd any fuck thing: 
Theſe are the common Refupcs of thule that are cal: 


A 


pable, becauſe the Profeſſ nef a Men's Thoughts 


and Purpoſes is not cafi'y depri. By tho' Men 
cannot convict us of Fa th. od en hee Prof ſſi ns, e 


that {carcheth the Heart can. en may b. ſhamm'd 
with a frivolous Excuie, but God 7s rot mocked, 


In your Conmen lat. n of your flies or others, if 


YOu give a better Cherecter than cu know there is 
\ | 


Cauſe or Ground for; it ou beat afalle Gift, and 
re pre ſent your Abl, tie Poli tan Pe, for mances, 


to greater Advantage than tic deſerve, and than 
the Truth will bear, ito) rhe may pals for inne- 


cent Hy perboles wit! thole that tale the ſame L. ber- 


ty themfe ves, yet your own Coriicien es wil tell 


vou, if they be Feithlul, that hereby they add the 


Sin of Hi⸗g to the Sino! Pd, thy, which there ace 
net two Sins that CA bates mote, | | 


In your Ce: ji vs, it yiu pur jolie Conſt uctiins vpon 
the Words and Act.on3 of “] Netphnbours miking a 
great Crime of that v hich was nothing, cr next 
nothing, unjuſt'y agaratat.ng Faule, a:d makn.g 
them 0; ſe than rally hey 2 c, 0; rip eſcti,g t. at 
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a3 certain, which is but ſuſpected and doubtful, 


much more, if jt ſhould prove that you lay to Mens 


Charge things that they b-ow not, hereby you involve 


your ſelves in a double Guilt, Falſhood, and Un- 


charitablenels. 


In your Promiſes, if you engage that you will do 

ſo or ſo, pay ſich a Debt, or finiſn ſuch a Plece of 
Work within ſucha time, or do ſuch a Kindneſs for 
your Friend, when either you do not at all intend it, 


or foreſee you cannot perform it, or atterwards take 


no care either to ff the Promiſe when it is in 
the Power of your Hand, or if diſab'ed to do that, 
in due time to recall it, hereby there is Guilt con- 
tracted. Either the Promiſe ſhould not have been 
made, or it ſhould have been ke pt. | | | 


In your Common Reports, and the Storles you tel! 
for Diſcourſe ſake and the keeping up of Converla- 


tion, if you report that as ue and certain which you 


know to be otherwiſe, and do no: make Conſcience 
ot repreſenting every thing as near as poſſible to the 

Truth, and to your own ſober Thoaghts, you be- 
come Tranſg tefſors. | 


2. Sure there needs not many Words to perſwade 


you to repent of this Sin, and carefully te watch 


againſt it for the future, and all Appearances of it. 


Conſider how contrary it is to God, it is a Breach of 
his Law, it is a defacing of his Image, for he is the 


God of Truth. And it expoſeth us to his Wrath, 


for Lying Lips ar. an Abomination to the Lord, Con- 
ſicer how conformable it is to the Devil, and how 
much it makes you to reſemble him, for he # a Liar 


end the Fathey of it. It is an Injury to your Brother, 


not only to the particular Perſon who perhaps is 


wrong'd by it, but to Humane Society in general. 
And it will be the Rum of your own preticus Souls, 


CER if 
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if you perſiſt in it. They that thus 40 the Works 
of the Devil, ſhall have their Portion with 10 
Devil and bis Angels. A Lye is ſoon told, and 


| perhaps as ſoon forgotten, and a light Matter made | 


of it; but the Puniſhment of it will be everlaſt- 


ing in the Lake that burns with Fire and Brimſtone, 
out of which there is no Redemption. 


Fourthly, The common careleſs ig of the Bleſſed 


Name of God, without due Application, is another : 


Inſtance of the II- Government of the Tongue, 


which needs a Check. 


Many chat never curſe or ſwear, yet allow them- 


I ſelves in the 1aking of God's Name in vain, and 
either know not, or conſider not the Evil of it, 
and the Diſhonour done (tho not intended) to God 
| by it. When you uſe theſe Forms of Speech, 


which are properly expreſſeve of a Pious Ejacula- 


| tion, in a light and careleſs manner, and to any 

I other purpoſe than their Genuine and Original Sig- 
nificatlon, which appears by your way of ſpeak- 

ing, not to be intended, but ſomething elſe, you 


prophane that which is Sacred, and alienate to a 


| common uſe that which appears to have been de- 


icated to God, and hath Holineſs to the Lord 


written on it. To ſay, O Lord, when you mean 


no more but I am burt; and God knows, when 


vou mean no more but I ds not brow; and God 
bleſs me, when you mean no more but I an ſur- 
priz' d; and God help you, when you mean no more 


bur I pity you, or any the like, Is certainly taking 


e Name of the Lord your God in vain, and to no 
Purpoſe, that is, to no good Purpoſe, 


Now will you that accuſtom your ſelves to 


this Language conſider a little, 


1. That 
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1. That It Is 4 great Afront to the God of He- 
vey, You hereby make his Bleſſed Name a By- 
Word, and put that flight upon it which you 
would not bear to be put upon your own Names. 
That's a great Example which the Bp. of Sarum 
tells us was obſerved of the Honourable Mr. Boy!, 
that he never mention'd the Name of God but 
with a diſcernable Stop and Pauſe in his Diſcourſe, 
in token of a Reverence for that Glorious and 
fearful Name, and to leave room for a devout 
Thought. Great and Serious Things ought to be 
ſpoken of with great Seriouſneſs, ard they are 
abus d if they are proſtituted to a commen Ute. | 


2. That it is certainly a Breach of the Law of 
the third Commandant, which is very expreſs, | 
Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy Got | 
in wain, and it is back d with a threatning that | 
the Lord will nit hold them guiltleſs that do ſo, 
in which certainly more is implied than is ex- 
preſs'd ; *tis ſuppos'd that many ſuch will Hol 
themſelves guiltleſe, and think they do no harm, 
and others will hold them guiltleſs, but God] 
will ſeverely reckon with them, for he is al 
jealous God. 7 | 


z. That it is 4 gre:t Prophanation of the He! 
' Ordinance of Prayer. the better any thing is, t: 
worſe it is when it is cor; upted ; There's nothing 
better than the devour and ſerious Mention of 
the Name of cur God as there is Occaſion, nof 
thing better than pious Addreſſes to God weg 
the Heart goes along with them; But if this af 
generate into a Mockery, if the dead Carcaf 
hereot eoly is retain'd, and there is no Spirit q; 
Life in it, it there be not ſo much as an outwar 

Solemnity and Decorum obſerv'd, but the Mang 


# 


or do not ſay what you do not rk of. 
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of uſing thoſe good Words plainly ſhews and 


avows it, that there is nothing Pious and De- 


vout intended by them, it is in effect a Banter 
upon Prayer, turns it into Burleſque and Ri- 
dicule. aid is exceeding offenſivs to God and 


good Men. 


It will be hard to uſe theſe Words ſeriouſly; 
wien they ſhould be us'd fo, which you have ſo 
often us'd vainly when you ſhould not; and what 


Comfort can you expect in Prayer, when you 


are ſerious, and need the Comfort of it, if at 
other times you uſe the Words of Prayer thus 
lightly and prophanely> _ 


Ard now fhall 1 prevail with you never to 


mention the Name of God but with Seriouſneſs, . 


a d in a holy and reverend Manner? Say not you 
have ſo us'd your ſelves to theſe Expreſſions that 
you cannot leave them: Reſolution, by the Grace 
of God, will change the Dialect. Will thoſe ever 


boſe their Lives for Chriſt that will not leave a 


ſinful inconſiderate Word for him? One would 
think this a {mall piece of Self Denial. Let the 
Fear of God rule in your Hearts, and always 
maintain a Holy Awe 'and Reverence of him, 
and then ot of the 4bundance of that the Mouth 
will ſpeak of him with Reverence, and will not 


date to ſreak otherwiſe. The Deſcription which 


the Scripture gives of Rypocrite:, Ia. 48. 1. is 
that they make mention of the God of Tfrasl, but not 
in Truth; but the Delcriptien of true Saints Is, 
That they thi:k on Gui's Name. Mal. 3, 16. Act 


with Reaſon, and eicher think of what you ſy, 
a 


 Fifthly, Scofing at Religion and Godlineſs, .and 
je in with Sacred Things is another of the Exor- 
Litances of an urgovern'd Tongue. © IO 


0 
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with will prove too ſtrong for them, and ex 


By the Commonneſs of this Sin, in this looſe 
and degenerate Age of ours, it appears that we 
live in the Dregs of Time; for the Scripture 
ſpeaketh expreſly that in tbe la} Days, thoſe cor- 
rupt and perillous Times, there ſhould ariſe Scoffers, 
walking after their own Lufls. 2. Pet. 3. 3. Pro- 


phane People, when they ſet up for Wits, think 


they cannot better ſhew their Wit than in endea- 


vouring to juſtify their Prophaneneſs. 


To ſhew you the Exil of it, conſider 


t. The Malignant Principles ſrom whence it flows, 
When there is in the Heart an Habitual Con- 


tempt of Divine Things, and an Antipathy to | 


them, and a reigning Enmity to the Power of | 
Godlineſs, thus it vents it ſelf, and what is want- 
ing in Reaſon on its fide, is made up in Jeſt. 
and Banter. When Men are reſolv'd not to make 


themlelves ſerious with the Things of God, they 


will make themſelves merry with them; and think 


they gain their Point if they can but turn them | 
off with a Jeft; as if tl at which they are pleas'd 


to make the Subject of their Laughter, were | 
therefore to be look'd upon as a juſt Object of 
Contempt. They endeavour to repreſent the Word | 
of God as a Sham, Heayen as a Fool's Paradile, | 


and Hell as meerly the Creature of a craz d Ima- | 


glnatlon, by playing upen them, and turning them | 
into Burleſque ; Thus ſporting themſelves with their | 
own Deceivings ; but ir wil! prove like the Phi- 
iiſtines making Sport with Sampſon, what they 


prop hane Mirth will be a Prologue to their | 
Ruin. Be ye not Mockers leſt your Bands be made | 
fronge Ia. 28. 22. „ 


1 2. The J 
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2. The Afiſchievous Conſequences that flow from it» 
You that thus make a felt of Holy Things, tho' 
you make. a light. Matter of it, ought to conſider 
what you do, and what will be in the end 
| hereof. Think what an Affront you hereby put 
upon the Bleſſed God, imputing Folly to Infinite 
Wiſdom, and vilifying him who is the Fountain 
of Honour. Think what an Injury you hereby 
do to Religion, and how much you ſerve the In- 
| tereſts of the Devil and his Kingdom, as thoſe 
that are retain'd of Council in his Cauſe, Seem- 
eth it a light thirg to you, that you are wicked 
your (elves, but will you do what you can to 
| make others wicked tvo, that you may, beſides 
peur own Torments hereafter, ſhare in the Tor- 
ments of al! the Souls you help to ruin > Think 
| how you will anſwer it at the great Day, and 
| what b'ter Reflections you will then make upon 
your daring Impieties of this kind, when the Lord 
- | Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven to execute 
i | Judgrent upon all for all their hard Speeches 
i | een againſt him. It is better to reflect, and re- 
- peat and reſorm row, while there is a poſſibi- 
f] fiiv of your Recoriciliation to the God you have 
1} p:iovek'd, than to be forced to remember it in 
» | ll, to your utter Contuſion, in a State of end- 
less and hopeleſs Separation from God, 


- ä 2 re tr OS — 


n 5 5 
ir] Suxt-ly, Scurrulous and reproachful Language given 
;- do thote you have Dcalings with, or Power over, 


re is anotier Exorbitagce of an ungovern'd Tongue. 


ir | This is that which cur Saviour has told us is 
4: | 2 Breach of the Sixth Commandment, Thou ſhils 
not hall; tis Tongue Murther, a Sin exceeding 
F fn'ul, aid certainly damning to the Sinner if ir 
16 | te rot reperiied of 229 fortizken, fo he hath fore- 
| 3 warn d 
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_ warnd us u bo is to be our judge. We are ſure 
that his Judgment will be according to the Truth 
of his Word; and he hath ſaid it, Mat. 5. 22. 
Wheſpever ſhall, in Wrath and Paſſion, ſzy to h 
Brother Raca, Thou bale empty Fellow, Rogue 
and Raſcal, (for Raca was us'd then as thoſe op- 
probrious Names are now) he that doth ſo hal! 
be in danger of the Councel, i. e. ſhall be expos d to 
the Wrath and Curſe of the Ererral God, and 
not only fo, but if he had his Deſert fhould be 
_ ceII'd to an Account for it by the civil Magiſtrate, 
tor it is an Iniquity to be puniſh'd by the judge: 
And whoſoever ſhall in like manner ſ2y, Thou Fool, 
Ihou Reprobate, thou wicked Wretch, Thou 
damn'd confounded Fellow, fhal himſelf be in dan- 
Ser of that Hell-Fire, to which he ſo raſhly con- 
demns his Brother. 


C, irg foul Names, and giving ſoul Language, 
eſpecially to Servants and Infrriors, is grown ſo 
very common among us, that with thoſe u ho 
live at large, and not only ſer their Mouth againſt 
wwe Heavens, but let their Torgue wall at liberty 
through the Earth, (Pſal. 73. 9.) it is look'd up- 
en as part of the Accompliſhment of a Gentleman 
to be able to do jt bluſtriręly, and with Fluency 
and Variety; And yet perhaps there are thoſe of 
the meaneſt Rank that may v) with then, and 

gan do It With as good a Grace. | 


But how common ſoever it is, and how much 
*oever countenanced by the practice of ſome that 
make a Figure, you fee it is a Sin expreſly againit 
the Law of Chriſt, and is certainly included, and 
perhaps principally intended in that Bitterneſs and 
Wrath, that Clamour and evil ſp a irg which ought 
to be put far fron us, leſt we grieve te Holy | 
Spirit of. God. Eeh. 4. 30, 21. 

| You. 
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Lou that allow your ſelves this Liberty of abu® 
ſing all about you, and of dealing Nick-Names, 
and Names of Reproach at your pleaſure, among 
thole you convefſe with, or have power over, 


ſhail I propound two or three Things to your 
lerious Thoughts ? 


1. Conſider n 50 they are that. 7011 ha abuſe 
and tramrie upon, thus taunt and hectir, ber. Are 
they not vour Fellow-Creatures, of the ſame 
Rank of Bo! b with your felves > Were not you made 
of the lame Clay that they were, and as mean 
as they in Four Original 2? Were not they made 
by the ſame Great and Mighty Hand that you 
were, and as Hendurable as you in their Relation 
to the Father of Spirits? This Coniideration © 
{way'd u eh Holy Fob | 70 carry it wich all poſſible Ten- 
derueſs and Reſpect, even to his on Servant. 
when he contended with him, Job. 31. 15. Did not 
he that made me in the Womb make hin? And the 
fame Argument is urgd in a Cale not much un- 

like, Mal. 2. 10. Have we not all one Farber? 

Why th:n do we azal treacteroujfl; eviry Maint againff 
bis Brother? | 


Perhaps thoſe who y ou ſo readily , and with io 
great an Aſſurance, cal! Fools and Niaxes, have as 
much Ingenuity and Integrity as your felyes ; 
nay it may be they are every Way wiſer aud 
better. However jp the Apoſtle argues, Jam, 3. 
9. they are made aſter the Similitude of Go.!, they 
are of that Species of Creatures which Was at 
firſt ſo made; and therefore God is refteQted on 
by the 1gnominions Treatment you give them, 
It they have natural Detects and Infiimities of 
Body or Mind which they cannot telp, - thoſe 
cus lit not to de turn'd ro hci Reprouh, for 


they 
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they are as God made them, and he might have 
made you ſo. If their Condition in the World 
be mean and deſpicable, and the Diſtance that 
Providence hath put between you and them 
ſeems great, it doth not therefore follow that 
you may give them what Language, and what Ulage 
you pleale. Though Gcd be lich yet bath he reſprct 
unto he lowly, much more ſhould ycu. He 1har 
mec heth the Poor Trproach:th his Maker. Prov. 17.5. 
not only him that made bin, but him that made 
bim poor. 5 


The Crime is much aggravated if thoſe you 
thus abuſe are Pious and God, ſuch as by Grace 
are renew'd after the Image of Gol, and made par- 
tak:rs of bis Holineſs, wich poſſidly they may be, 
and yer ror be number'd among either the witty 
or the weal:hy Part of Mankind. M hatever you 
may think of your ſelves, in compariſon with 
thoſe you thus ipſult over, 8 wiler than you, even In- 
finite Wildom it ſelf hath fa'd it once, yea 
twice, Pray, 14. , ird Chaps 28. . ker is 
the Poor thit walketh ia his Integ ity than be that 
. ts perdriſe in fit Lis, th ugh he be rich. Will you 
then deſpiſe thofe hem God hath horoureqd, 
and lay thoie under your Feet whom God tas 
laid in his Boſom? Date you put thote among 
the Dogs of yeur Fcck whom Chriſt hah put 
among the Lambs of his Flock? 


2. Conſider, That there 75 n» good done by. this 
fo:t of Lingnize, but a gat deal of furt. What 


* 


*. 2 


ard will not the Meckrels of Wiſdom command 
Re ſpect a tkoulind times better thay the Out- 
rageés of Folly? It is certain there is nothing j ou 
lay, Wich 15 i: 06 d and acc. ned with this woe 
| | alle 
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and boiſterous Language, but the ſame thing 
might be better ſaid, and to much better purpoſe, 
if it were not ſo prefaced. Solomon's Obſervation 
holds true, That the Words of wiſe Men ars heard 
in quiet, more than the Cry of him that rules among 
Fools. Eccl. 9. 17. „ | 
N iy you do a great deal of burt by uſing 
your ſelves to ſuch Language. „ 


(I.) You diſturb and provoke others by it. Theſe 
griecous- Words ſtir up Anger, and who knows how 
long that Anger may laſt, what it may procuze, 
and where it may end? Nor how great a Matter 
a lit:le Fire of this kind may hindle > Put your 

Souls into their Soul's ſtead whom you thus 
abuſe, and confider if you were in Poverty and 

Meanneſs and in an inferiour Relation how you 

would like it, and how you could bear it to be 
rated and trampled on, and calld by ſo many 
| 32 Names, and do not that to others which you 

would not ſhouid be done to you. | 


(2.) You diſerace and diſparage your ſelves by 
it. While you think hereby to hrzep up your Au- 
_ thorſty, and make your ſelves great and formidable, 
Jou really proſtitute your Authority, and render 

your ſelves mean and contemprible, and give juſt 
_ occaſion to thoſe you abuſe to think as ill of you 


| as you ſay of them, tho they dare not ſpeak it 


out. You declare plainly Ct.] That you are 
Slaves to your own Paſſions, which is as toilſom 


and di ſhonourable a Slavery as a Man can be in: 


You lay that in the Heat of Paſhon which you 

your ſelves could ſcarce turn your Tongues to if 

vou were ſober and calm, and thereby proclaim 

Paſſion King over ycu, that great Leviathan who 

is King over ail the Children of Pride. Job. 41. 

34. [2.] That you are ot Maſters of your r 
N | | Reaj0!: 
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Reaſon ; your Arger is a Fit of Madgeſs, and 
for the time your Wiſdom is departed from yon, 
when in Wrath you call others Fools, the Re- 


proach returns upon vour own Heads. Some of 


this foul i!1-faycur'd Language you nſe to give, 
carries along with it its own Conviction of Ab- 
turdity. You'll call him a Dog whom you fee to 
be a Man, and the Son of a Whore whom you 
really take to be Jegitimete; and what Senſe is 
there in this? Noth this become one that pre- 
tends (o Reaton? Bluſh ar it for ſhame, ard fe- 
1 never again to make ſuch a Fool of thy 
elf. 8 5 


3. Conſider How o⁰,ꝭ& J your ſelves are 
to me Righte:us Judgment of God, It you ſeriouſly 
retire into your oan Hearts, and impartially re- 


ſlect upon your own Ways, you will find that you | 


have much more Reaſon to reproach your ſelves 
for your Provocations aga.nit God, than to fall 
foul upon your Servants cr others for their De- 
fefts in their Duty to you. We oug!.t to forbear 
Threatning, and to moderate it, (Eph. 6, 9.) 


for what would become of us if God ſhould 


enter into Judgment with us > When we tart others 
for their Dulneſs and Folly, their Careleſneſs and 
Forgetfulneſs, we ought to remember the ſame 
things againſt our ſelves, and then we will only 
give juſt and gentle Reproofs, and not ſenſeleſs 


and furious Reproaches. Holy Job reſtrain'd him- ö 
ſelf from the Heats of Paſſion with this Conſi- 


deration, Chap. 31. 14. What then ſhall J do when 


God riſeth up > And when he vifitesch what ſhall 1 


anſwer him? Think not that the ſtrength of your 


Paſſion will be a ſufficient Excuſe for the Inde- 


cences of your Language, The Sin of the Heart 
weill never jufizfy the Sin of the Tongue; but cn 


the contrary the Sin of the Tongue will aggra-. 


Taie 


PS. * . 


wait the Sin of the Heart. Reſojve therefore for the 
future, Whenever ycur Heart is het within jou, that 
you will keep your Mouth as with a Briale, 


Seventily, Lewd, Objcene, ant Filthy Talk, is another 
of the vile Exorbitances of an unſanctiſted, ungoutrn's 


It is a thing to be greatly lamented that this in- 
pudent Sin which bids open defiance to Virtue and 


Honour, and wage: War with them, like a ſpreading 


Leproly, /tains the Beauty of our Land, turns a Cana- 
an into a Sedom, and is become an epidemical Diſeaſe. 


For the relief of thoſe that are Infected with it, and 


are not incurably unclean, I would in a few Words 
| ſhew you the Evil of it. w Wor 


I. Confider what an Off-nce it is ts the Pure and 
Hoh God, who takes notice of, and is much diſpleaſ- 
ed with the Uncleanneſs of ydurLips,as well as that of 
your Hearts aud Lives. It is a Violation even of the 
Law of Nature, which preſcribes Modeſty, and teaches 

us to bl; at every thing that is immodeſt. The Law 
of Moſes provided for the keeping up of this Hedge of 


Chaſtity, aid in many Inſtar.ces puniſh'd that which 


broke through this Hedge. It was one of the Laws of 


Romnius.(ſome of the moſt ancient Human Laws that 


are extant) Nequis ubſcena verba facit, That none ſhould 


dare 10 ſpea an ob ene Word. But (which to us is above 
all) the Law of Chriſt is very expreſs againſt all | 
Filthin:{s and fooliſh talking and j ſting, and appoints that 


 Fornication and all tincleajin?{(s thould not be once named 
among Chriſtians wi:hour the greateſt Abhorrence. 
Eph. 5. 3, 4+ And is the Law of Chriſt nothing with 
you? Can you po fo directly contrary to it and yet 


hope to proſper? God hath told you plainly there, 
v. 5. That ſuch nen Perſons have no Inhertiance in 


the Kingom of Christ and of God, aud v. 6. That becauſe 
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of theſe things cometh the Wrath of God upon the Children 
of Diſobedience, And you cannot ſuppoſe that the 

xed Laws of Heaven ſhould be diſpens'd with to gra- 
tifie your bale Luſts. The Law of Chriſt ſhall either 
rule you, or fudge you, — 


2. Conſider what an Evidence it is againſt your ſelves, 
that you are poſſeſs'd by the unclean Spirit, and are under 
his Power. Out of the abundance of the Filthineſs that 
is in the Heart the Tongue ſpeaks thus filthily, and from 
that Root of Bitterneſs ariles this Gall and Wormwood. 
The abominable Lewdneſs that is in the Heart, and 
Iãsñ harbour'd and indulg'd there, boils up in this noi- 

ſom Scum. Stinking Breath is a ſign of putrid Lungs. 

While you pleaſe your ſelves and your Companions 
with this dirty Language, you do but foam out your own 
| ſhame, and {port your ſelves with your own Deceivings, 
You think you fhew your Wit by it, but indeed you 
_ ſhew your Wickedneſs, and declare your Sin as Sodom, 
as thoſe that are not aſhame d, and cannot bluſh, Chaſtity 
and Modeſty have been Virtues, and are jo, and will be 
ſo, how much ſoever they are d«piſed and diſdain'd by 
the firſt-rate Sinners of the Age; and that which is 

a Virtue is a Praiſe, is an Honour, which if you want, 

yet you need not proclaim that you do ſo, nor be proua 

of your Shame. „ 


Unclean Thoughts may, through the Infirmity of 
the Fleſh, and for want of Watchfulneſs, come into 
the Minds of thoſe who diſallow them, lament them, 
and ſtrive againſt them, knowing that even theſe 
Thoughts of Feoliſhne(s are Sin: But unclean Diſcourſe 

is much worſe, and more exceeding ſinful, for thereby 
you ſignifie your Approbation and Allowance of thoſe 

_ . unclean Thoughts ; yon put an Imprimatur to them, 
and conſent to the Publication of them tor the com- b 
mon Service of the Devils Kingdom. 


eee . Ss N 
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thy jr); Diſcourſe. 
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3. Conſider what 4 great deal of Hurt it 7s likely to 1 
to others. Though this Sin doth not ſo immediately 
reflect upon the Bleſſed Name of God as Swearing 
doth, and therefore hath nor ſo much Malignity zz its 
Nature, yet it doth more towards the corrupting of the 

Minds of others, and the propagating of Vice and 
Wickedneſs than perhaps any other Tongue-Sin what- 
ſoever, and ſo is more miſchievous in its Conſequences, 
Such Tinder is the corrupt Heart of Man to theſe 
Sparks, that one unclean Word to an unguarded Soul 
may be the unhappy occaſion of a thouſand unclean 
Thoughts, which may produce a World of Imquity, If 
this Root of Bitterneſs thus ſpring up and ſprout forth, 
thereby many are defiled, (Heb. 12. 15.) more than 
perhaps you are aware of : And your Account in the 
Great Day will rije high if you muſt be anſwerable for 
all that Uncleanneſs which hath been ſpawn'd in the 
Minds of others by your lewd Talk. b 
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Filthy Stories, and Songs, and Jeſts, are the peſti. 
lential Breath of Hell, which propagates the Infection 
of Sin, Old Satan's Wiles, by which he betrays unwary 
Souls into their own Ruin. And thoſe anclean Lips 
which help to lay thoſe Snares, are Factors for the 
unclean Spirit, and by debauching the Minds of others 
with their vile Diſcourſes, perhaps ſerve the Devil's 
Kingdom and the Intereſts of it as effectually as thoſe 
that debauch the Bodies of others with their vile 
Adulterys. Evil Communications corrupt good Man- 
ners. N 


If thoſe that hear your lewd Talk be not ſo bad as to 
be infected by it, certainly they are ſo god as to be 
Joffended at it. He is unfit for civil Compaay, and 
breaks the Law of good Manners, who takes à Pleaſure 
y 1 ſaying that which a wiſe and good Man muſt frown 
20n, and hear with Shame, or with an angry Coun- 
D- 5. 
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tenance. What Mr. Cowly faith of lewd Poems, is 
with a little Alteration, applicable to lemd Diſcourſe, 


Tis juſt, „%%% | 
The Speaker bluſh there where the Hearer mult. 


That Diſcourſe is but bad Entertainment which cc- 
caſions either Guilt or Grief to all that hear it. 


Therefore, Let all that have accuſtom'd themſelves to 
this Language be perſwaded to leave it off, and from 
henceforward to ſet ſuch a careful Watch before the 
Door of their Lips, that they never more offexd thus 
with their Tongue ; and if at any time they flit this 
evil, let them lay their Hand uon ti dr Mouth, (Prov. 
30. 32+) that it go no further, That Mirth is dear 
Pought which is purchaſed at the Expence of the Favour 
of God, the Honour of Virtue, and the Purity and 
Peace of our own Conſciences. Better leſe your Feſt | 

than loſe all theſe Jewels. Dread the Conſequences 
of it, not to others only, but to your {elves. Thoſe who 


allow themſelves in the Tranſgreſſion of the Laws of | 


Modeſty, it is to be feared, will not long be govern'd | 
by the Laws of Chaſtity. The way of Sin is down 


And let me beſpeak ali that are well-Wiſhers to 
Religion and Virtue, not only to be very cautions 
themſelves never to ſay any thing that looks %, Lewd- 
neſs, or looks towards it, but in all Companies to | 
contrive how they may put this Vice to the Blufp, ex- 

Poſe it to Contempt, and daſh it out of Countenance, 


They that would approve themſelves ſtrictly 2, 


muſt never ſtem pleas d at the hearing of that which is 
otherwiſe, nor laugh at an immodeſt Jeſt or Story, 
Jeſt they ſhould have Fellowſhip with theſe unjruitjul 
Works of Darkaeſs, which ought to be frown'd upon, 
aud reproved rather, Let it” be-ſcen that you can be 

i merry 


* 
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merry and wiſe, merry and modeſt. Reckon it a 
Burthen to dwell among 4 People of unclean Lips (Iſa. 
6. 5.) and pray to God that (according to his Pro- 
miſe, Zeph. 3. 9.) he would turn our People to 4 pure 


Language, that we may be fit to call upon the Name of 


the Lord. 


Having thus Inſtanced in ſome of the Vices of an un- 
20vern'd Tongue, (eſpecially thoſe that are moſt com- 
mon with ſuch as are openly prophane) and given 


ſome particular Hints of Argument againſt them, I ſha 


nov cloſe with ſome general Directions for the reducing 
of the exorbizan; Power of an unruly Tongue, 


Firſt, See that the He ty: 5: truly and thronghty{[anified 
by the Grace of Go. If you would hive the Diſeaſe 


curd, you muſt lay the Axe to the Root, and meer 


it in its Cauſes, The peccant Humour within muſt 
be bug d out, eiſe rheſe Eruprions, tho' they may be 


ch ed for a time by external Reftraints, yet will 
never be head, The right Method preſcrib'd by the 


Great Phyſiciar, is firſt ro beep the Heart with all Dili- 
gene, and then by that means to put away the froward 
Lips. See Prev. 4. 23, 24. The way to heal theſe 


poiſonons Waters is, like Eliſha, 2 Kings 2. 21. to 


caſt Salt into the Spring, mike th? Tree good, and then 
tie Fruit wil be good. Tis out of an evil Treaſure 

in the Heart that evi! things are brought, Men (pea 
_ ſlizhily of God, and {pitef41y of their Brethren, becauſe. 
they thin fo 5 let but the Thoughts be rectißea, and 
che Language will be ſoon red. 185 


If the Law of Hoy Love to God and your Neigh- 


bour were written in your Hearts, and you were as 


pou ſhould be, aRed and govern'd by theſe as a living 
commanding Principle, you would not dare to offend 
either the ane or the other with your Tongue; That 
good Treaſure laid up in the Heart would bring forth 
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god things to the uſe of edifying, which would manifeft 
Grace in him that ſpeaks, and miniſter Grace unto the 
Zearerg. The Fear of God always before your Eyes 
v1] he an effectual Reftraint upon you from ſaying 
mat by which eicher his Name is diſbonoar'd, or his 
Law viclat- d. The Grace of God 1s a Cole from the 


Aar, which if it touch the Tongue, the 1niquity of it 


wil be purg ed away. IIa. 6. 7. 


let the Throne of Chriſt be ſer up in your Hearts, 
and his Love ſhed abroad there, and then you will 


not call it a needleſs Preciſene(s to be thus careful of your 


Words, bur a niceſſa:y Stiictneſt, becauſe by our Words 


we mutt ve jaſliſt d, orcordi ine, Then you will not 
vail it a Task and a Slavery to be thus ty'd up, and to 
tpeak by Rule, but an Honour and 4 Pleaſire: For 
aſſuredly this Pleſſed Change wrought in the Soul by 
the rencwing Grace of God, will open ſuch ſarprizing 
Springs of preſent Joy and Comfort, as will abundant] 

6 :lance all the neaſineſs which the corrupt Nature wil 


complain of in theſe Reſtraints. 


Secondiy, Solemnly reſolve againſt theſe and all other 
Torgue-Sins, Let Holy David's Vow be yours, and 
bind your Souls with it this Day, I wil! take heed to my 


2ays, that I fin not with my Tongue, and remember as 


he doth there, that you have ſaidit, that you may 


not break your Promiſe, Pſal. 39. 1, 2. 


While the Reſult of your Convictions 15 no more 
but this, That you hope you ſhall govern your Tongues 
better for the future, and that f 04ght you know, you 


will not ſwear ſo much as you have done, and iz he 
| ind you are in, you will not ſpeak fo many idle filthy 


Words as you have ſpoken, if this be all, you leave 


room for Satan to thruſt in with his Temptations; Faint 


Purpoſes are ſooh ſhaken, and prove to 79 purpoſe 7 
But when you ate come to. t%at, and without Equivo- 
cation, 


a. 2 71 nnn 
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cation, or Mental Reſervation, will ſolemnly promiſe. 
that by the Grace of God you will never ſwear 
nor curſe any more, you will never take God's. 
Name in vain any more ;you will never ſpeak a lewd- 
or ſcurrilous Word any more; this fortiß es the ſtrong- 


hold againſt the Tempter, who (like Naomi, Ruth 1. 
18.) when he ſees you are ſtedfaſtiy reſoly'd, will leave 
off ſpeaking to you, „ 5 


Renew this Reſolution every Day, eſpecially if you 
have a Proſpect of any Occaſion which will be a more 
than ordinary Temptation to you. Thus ſet a Guard: 
upon the Door of your Lips, and at ſome times doubte 
jour Guard, where you find your ſelves weakeſt and 
moſt expos'd. Try the ſtrength of your Reſolutions, 
and do not ter ſhame ſuffer your ſelves to be baffled in 
them. Only remember to make and renew theſe Reſo- 
lutions in a dependance upon the Grace of Jeſus Chriſt, 


| whichalone is {ficient for you. Peter reſolved againſt 


a Tongue-Sin in his own ſtrength, but it fail'd him, 
and he was made aſhamed of his Confidence; Confide 
therefore in Divine Strength only. 


Thubirdiy, Keep out of the way of bad Company - Speech 


is learn'd by Imitation, and fo 1s corrupt Speech. We 
are apt in Diſcourſe to conform to thoſe with whom 
we do aſſociate, and therefore if we would þeep thoſe 
Commandments 0f cur God which relate to the Govern- 
ment ofthe Tongue, we muſt ſay to evil Doers, De- 
part ſrom us. Plal. 119. 115. Converſe not familiarly 
aud of choice with thoſe that accuſtom themſelves to 
any evil Communication, let you learn their way, leſt. 
You learn their Words, and ger ſuch a Snare to your 
Souls as you will nor caſtly diſentangle your ſelves 
from. : 
That Dread and Terror, and Abhorrence of Swear- 
ing and Cut fing, and al prophane Diſcourſe, which 
al: ihat are virtuouſſy and proufly Educated, are con- 
Co BS ſoious 
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ſcious to themſelves of at firſt, is apt to wear off U 
frequent and free Converſe with thoſe that uſe ſuch 


Language. Tis excus'd as a ſhp of the Tongue which 
deth no body any harm; Nay, tis juſtified as a faſhion- 
able Ornament of Speech; and ſo by degrees the de- 


bauched Conſcience comes to be reconcil'd to it, and 


at laſt the Tongue is taught not only to liſp the ſame 
curſed Language, but wirh a great deal of Art and 


Aſſurance, to ſpeak it plain. Foſeph himſelf in the 


Court of Egypt, had unawares got the Courtier's Qath, 
Bye Life of Pharaoh, ro 
If you love your Souls, therefore be very careful 
*hat Company you keep; chuſe to converſe famili- 


wly with thoſe of whom you may learn that which is 


ediſying, and by whoſe Diſcourſe and Example you 


may be made wiſer and better: And avoid the Soci- 


ery of thoſe by whom, without a greater Degree of 
Wildom and Watchfulneſs than you can pretend to, 


are ſooner learn'd th 


you will certainly n due your ſelves. IIl Words 
an 


nlearn'd. Therefore, if Sin- 


ners entice thee, conſent thou not; Prov. 1. 10. Though 


they do not ſay, as they there, v. 11. Come and let us lay 


ait for Blood, Come and let us ſwear and curſe, and 
bid defiance to all that's Sacred, but palliate the 
Temptation, and make it lock very harmleſs, Come 


and let us 12% a Glaſs and be merry over it. If they 
be ſuch as are commonly prophane and lewd in their 
Diſcourſe, fear a Snare in their Company, and keep 


at a diſtance from it. Walk 707 in their Counſel, ſtand 
not in their way, ſit not in th ir Stat. Pal, 1. 1. Make 


no Friendſhip with thoſe that make no Conſcience of 
their Words, and that ſhew they have no Veneration 
for the Bleſſed Name of God. Remember Solomon's 


Advice (Prov. 14. 7.) and be ruPd by it. Ge hm the 
Preſence of a fovtijy Man, hen thou pet not in h 


the Lips of K lege. 
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Fointhly, Think twice before you ſp2ab once, We often 
ſpeak amiſs, becauſe we ſpeak in haſt; wlien that 
comes out which comes hp rmoſt, what can it be but 
Scum and Froth, and Proſs? Moſes ſpake anadviſediy 
with his Lips, not conſulting with timſelf before he 
ſpake, and then be faid that which ſnut him out of 
| Canaan. Pſal. 106. 23. What we ſpeak in haſt, we 
| oft find Cauſe afterwards to repent of at leaſure. 
David more than once reflects with regret upon what 
he ſaid in his haſt, and we have all a great deal of 
Reaſon to do ſo, Our ſecond Thougits, if we would 
take time for them, would correct the Errors of the 
Fyſt; and we ſhould not offend with our Tongue fo 
often as we do, if we would but conſider what we ſay, 
| before we ſay it. The Heart of the Righteors fludyeth to 
anſwer that which is fit and ſeaionavle, while the Mouth 
of Fools foureth ont Fooliſhneſs.. 


Be 12 of your Words and then you will not have. 
ſo many ii Words to anſwer for as moſt have; For, in 
the multitude of Words there wanteth not Sin, and divers 
Vanliits. You have oft been the worſe for ſpeaking, 
but ſeldom the worſe for kes ping Sience. Many a 
thing which vou have ſaid, you would have ſinother' d 
and {:ppreſd if you lad bur allowed your ſelves the 
Liberty cf a ſerlous and impartial Thought upon it. 

Titele ag „ ſoon amended, 


You dur ſt not prophane Ged's Bleſſed Name wich 
Jour nn 2lozee Breath, if you would but think 
{ſeriouſly What a God he is whom you thus blaſ- 
pheme and provoke. You durit not ce your ſelves 
or others if you would but conſider the weight of the 
Carte, and what a fearful thing it is to fall under it. 
Vou durſt not ſcaf at Religion if you did but conſider 
how Sacred and Honourable it is. Reaſon in other 
_ Cates 15 of uſe ro tectifie rhe Miſtakes of Imagination : 
uſe ic here chen. 


:  Fijthly, 
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Fifin'y, Have care io the Acccunt that is row 
kept, and muſt ſhortly be given, of all your idle wicked 
Words, You believe the Holy Scriptures, you. do 
well. Now they tell you u hat will be in ihe End 
hereof. The Word of God will judge you ſhortly, 
therefore let it rule you now. | 5 


Notice is now taken of all you ſay, whether you are 
aware of it or no. The: ei not a Word in your Tongue, 


_ tho'ſpokenin haſt, and not regarded by you, but God | 


Eos it altogether, and a Book of Remembrance is written, 


God told the Prophet Exe! what the People ſaid of. 
him by the Was, and is the Doors of their H.uſes, EZek. 


33. 20, and he can make a Bird of the Air to carry the 


Poice of that which is faid in the Heart, or in the Bed- 
_ Chamber, Eccl. 10. 20. You think you may curſe and 
_ {wear ſecurely when you are out of the reach of thoſe 


that would reprove you, or inform zgainft you; and 
becauſe God for the preſent keeps Silence, you think he 
is altogether ſuch an one as your jelves, as careleſs of his 
Government as you are of your Duty; but he will re- 


prove you, and ſet them in order before you, and make it to 


appear that he kept an exact Account of all you ſaid : 


Now conhider this, ye that forget God (Pſal. so. 21.) 


ſtand in awe of this, and fin not with your Tongues. 


Take heed, God hea:s, were you in rhe Preſence of 


ſome grave Men that you had a Reverence for, you 
wo ald have a care what you ſay, and ſhall not the Pre- 
ſence of the Great God ſtrike an awe upon you ? 


But chis is not all, the Dayis coming when there will 
be a Review 3 when the Books that are written will 


be 09:r24, and all your prophane Oathsand Curſes and 


Corrupt Communications will be found pon Record 
there, and produced as Evidence againtt you, He 


that is to be the J:dge in that Day, hath himſe ff ex- 


prefly told us, blat. 12, . that ery idle word that, 


Men ſhall ſpeak, they Fall git account three, in 95 | 
5 : 
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cf Fudpment; and if for every idle Word, much more 
for every vb ine and wicked Word, What an Ac- 
count will they have to make, all whoſe Breath Was cor- 
wht till their Days wererxtinct, who alu ays allowedthem- 
ſelves a boundleſs Liberty of Speech from under the 
Dominion of Religion and right Reaſon, end never 
took care by Repentance and prayer, and Reformation 
to empty the Meare of Guilt they had Fila, nor co 
balance th: Account in tue Blood of C Hriſt which c 
eth from ail Sin. 


ITzink not that any Profcfſion of. Religion which 
you make wil! excuſe you, or ſtand you in any ſtead 
in that Day while you thus contradict it, and give the 
Lye to it, by the Ex rev gances of your Tongues. The 
Word of God hath laid it down as a ce; rain Rule, 
Jam. I. 26. If any Mas among you ſeem to be K elig ious 
and bridleth not bis Torgue, that Man's Religion i vain 3 
and if your Religion be vain, it will never bring you 
to Heaven, and then I need not tell you whither your 
Irreligion will bring you. | . 
It will be the eternal Doom of thoſe that perſiſted 
in their Tongue-Sins, and would not be reformed, 


| that their own Tongues (hill fall upon themſelvts, Pſal. 


64. 8. and if they do, they wil! ſink them to the 
loweſt Hell, in which the remembrance of all the 
Loofes of an angovern d Tongue will be very bitter, and 
bring 0.1 to the Flames. We read of it as the Miſe- 
ry cf condemned Sinners that they are to ment- 
ed in a Flame, where they have not 4 deep of 
#7 ater to cool their Tongner. Words are ſoon ſpoken, 
and when they are ſpoken are ſoon gone, and yet 
Words ſpoken againſt an Earthly P. ince, tho repented 
of have coſt many a Man his Life, and {hall it then be 
difficulr to us to believe that Words ſpoken ag inſt the 
King of Kings, ac d never repented of, ſhall exclude 
Mien from his Kingdom, and jay them for ever under 
his Wrath? Tis commonly faid, Weds are but Wind 

- | bur. 
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bur wicked words will prove ſuch a miſchievous Wind 


4s will not only keep tie Soul out of the Bleſſed 1 


of Reſt and Happineſs, bur fink it into the Gulf of | 


Eyerlaſting Deſtruction. 


Sixthly, Reflect upon it with Sorrow and Shame, and 
great Regret, if at any time you have, eve you ware ware, 
token any wic Word, Keep Conſcience tender in 
this Matter, and if through the ſurprize of Temptation 
you any wWwey offend with your Tongue, let your Heart 
preſentiy ſmite you for it, humble your ſelves greatly 
before God for it, pais it not over with a ſſighty care- 
Teſs God forgive ne, but be in Pain and Bitterneſs at 
the remembrance of ic; abhoy your ſelves, as Holy Job, 
when he was reflecting upon his Tongue-Sins, and 


repent in duſt and aſhes, If you can eaſily forgive zour | 


ſelves what is paſt, tis to be fear'd you will 2% be 
brought to do the like again. TE — 


Laſily, Pray earneſtiy to God for bis Grace, to k.tp yu 
from ſinning with yaur Tongue. Though the Tongue be an 
unruly Evihyet he can tame it who ſets Bounds to the 
proud Waves of the Sea, and once ſtop'd the Lions 
Mouths, To him therefore, you muſt apply your ſelves 
by Faithful and Fervent Prayer, and put your ſelves un- 
cer the Conduct and Cuſtody of his Grace, which u ill 
be ſufficient fer you if you ſeek it, and improve it, 
and go forth in the ſtrength of it. Let Davids Prayer 
be your's daily, Pfal, 141. 2. Set a waich O Lord 


b-fore my Mouth, keep th: Door of my Lips, for without 


his Aſſiſtance we can do nothing. Pray againſt Pro- 
vocations to theſe Sins, and pray for Wiſdom where- 
with to govern your ſelves in the midſt of Provocati- 
ons; watch and pray that either you may nat ve led 
into Temp:ation, or however not overcome. by it If 

any Man la& Wiſdem, let him ask it of God. | 


Ang 
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And now, what ſhall be the Succeſs of this Endea- 
your ? Shall] all our Reaſonings with you, in love to 
your Souls, be ſlighted and laugh d at like the fooliſh 
Panter of your vain Companions ? Can we nor prevail 


for a Reformation of your Language when we plead 


the Honour of God, the Law of Chrift, the Good of 
your Brethren, and the Welfare of your own Sou's, 
aud you have nothing to plead to the contrary but a 
fooliſn wicked Cuſtom ? I hope better things, and things 

that accompany Salvation. Your Tongue js your Gloy, 


| do not turn this Glory into ſhame, but uſe it as your 


Glory, by honouring God ard edifying one another 
with it; ſo ſhall the Tongue which is thus accuſtom'd 
to the Language of Canaan, ſing Halleluj ihs eternally = 
in the ze Feruſalem. „„ g 
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BOOKS Printed for Tho. Parkhurſt, 
at the Bible and Three Crowns 7 
Cheapfide, near Mercers-Chappel, 


1. A Thoughtfulneſs for the Morrow, with an 
() Appendix concerning the immediate Deſire 
of foreknowing Things to come. | 
2. Of Charity, in reference to other Mens Sins, 
3. A Sermon direting what we are to do, after 
a ſtrict Enquiiy, whether or no we truly love God. 
4. Ido Sermons preached on theie Words, 
. Tield your ſelves to Gol. 1 | 
FJ. A Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Eſther Sampſon, 
late Wife of Henry Sampſor, Doctor of Phyfick, 
who died November 24. 1689 5 
5. The Carnality of Religious Contention, in 
two Sermons, Preached at the Acrchants-Lefure in 
| Broad. rect. e | | 1 
. A calm and ſobher Enqury concerning the 
Poſſibility of a Trinity in the Godhead, in a Letter 
to a Perſon of worth; occaſioned by the lately 


Publiſhed Conſiderations on the Explication of 


the Doctrine of the Trinity. By Dr. Wallis, Dr. 
| Sherlock, Dr. Cudworth, & c. „ 
A Letter to a Friend, relating to the ſame 
Subject. A View of that Part of the late Con- 
ſiderations addreſs d to H. H. about the Trinity, 
which concerns the ſober Enquiry on that Subject. 
8, A Funeral Sermon on the Death of that 
picus Gentlewoman, Mrs. Fudith Hammond. 
9. Mr. Richard Adams's Funeral Sermon. 
:>, Mr. Mathew Mead's Funeral Sermon. 
1 1. The Redeemer's Dominion over the invi- 
fible World. „„ et; e 
12. The Firſt and Second Part of the living Temple. 
13. A Diſcourſe of Patience, as it hath Reſpect to 
the Expectation of future promiſed Bleſſedneſs. 


All theſe by the Reverend Mr. John He, Miniſter of 
the Goſpel,and tonerime Fellow of Had. Col. Oxon. 


PIE 


nr ern 2 „ NN — 
8 ” 


" r * n 2 
* IE : 2 — — — 2 
r T JO n dt 7 — - hs 
4 9 — P 
S Kee, : 
e — 


